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Srisailam - the sacred hill known as Sriparvata is mentioned in the Mahabharata in connection with
Arjuna's visit to the south. The Agnipurana also mentions Sriparvata and the sanctity of these hills.
Srisailam also is important in that it forms one of the famous trilinga temples of Andhra Pradesh;
the other two sivalinga temples are Draksharama of East Godavari district, and Sri Kaleswaram of Karim-
nagar district. The temple also has special sanctity in view of its location in the Nallamalai hill range over
the famous sacred river Krishna.
While the Srisaila Parvatam was known even dui mg the Mahabharata time, Epigraphists have noted
that the Satavahana stone inscription in Nasikcave mentions about Srisailam as ''Sirithan- Sri Sthan".
Therefore, a view has also been held that the authentic temple history starts atleast from the early years of
the Christian Era. The Ikshavaku kings who ruled ovei large areas of the Telugu speaking country have also
been known as worshippers of Sn Parvata. Historians have recognised this as Srisailam while others have
held the view that the Sri Parvata is not the Srisailam under discussion.
Coming down to safer ground, where clearer inscriptions are available, an early inscription
referring to the temple is in Saka year 980 (corresponding to 22-12-1058) which refers to Chalukya emperor
Trilokya Malladeva who is said to have visited Sivapura with hissenior queen Mailadevi and gifted the village
of Sivapura and its hamlet to Sureswaia Pandita and Devasakti Panditafor running a &atra and also for
maintenance of a school attached to the temple. Another, inscription of the same Chalukyan emperor
is in the >ear Salivahana Saka 991 (corresponding to 21-7-1069); this time the Chalukyan emperor at the
request of his senior queen Kamchala Mahadevi gifted a village'of Padikareyepa for running a satra andg
school.
There is one more inscription in the 33rd year of Chalukya Vikramasaka (22-10-1058 A,D.) which
refers to gifts of land to masons Bammoja and his son Sivoja.
The association of the Kakatiyan kings with the temple deserves attention. There are two inscrip-
tions referring to Kakatiya Pratapa Maharaya in the Saka years 1234-1235 (1312 A.D. and 1313 A.D.).
Gifts of villages a,re mentioned along with offerings to the Lord including items such as wheat, ghee, oil,
curds, sugar candy, Holee sweet-poones, asafoetida, pepper, salt, sandalwood paste, kasturi, afeka nuts,
betel leaves, camphor and 6guggilam\ The gift of villages was to meet the mid-afternoon needs of Sri
Mallikarjunadeva made by Vepeti Kamayya garu Maha Pradhani of Sriman Maha Mandaleswara Kakatiya
Pratapa Maharaj. The second inscription gives a long list of villages. This inscription mentions of an
assembly of all the Maheswaras in the Mukhamandapa of the temple, that they discussed the business of
Lord Malhlcarjiina, and that Eswara Siva Acharyaand the other aradhya preggadas gave an undertaking that
they would satisfactorily carry on the charities made by the devotees of the temple such as chakravarthis*
Mandaleswaias, Rajas, Nayankas etc. for the cangaranga bhogas' of the Lord.
An inscription dated Saka 1299 (7-1-1378) is important in that it mentions that one Jagannobbagancla^
anna vema constructed a Veera mandapa in the temple of Mallikarjuna swamy and for the merit of Annya^
Reddy. The birudavali of Reddy kings of Kondaveedu are'mentioned here. This perhaps is the only
important early inscription which records the association of the Reddy kings of Kondaveedu with Srisaflam'
temple.